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The Criminal Justice System in Victoria
Introduction 
In most cases the public trials or when the publics were allowed to attend the court preceding it helps the public to know how the justice system functioning whether good or bad and fairly treating of the defendants. Also, by the presence of the spectators it helps the criminal justice system to be accountable in their operations. The responsibility of the public in the court during the ruling can also help to enhance the responsibilities of the judges in their performances by being mindful in everything they do in the. For the democratic place of justice system in Victoria, this shows that there is no democracy in the court system.
The criminal justice system in Victoria has a number of responsibilities which include;
Dispute resolution, policy making and law reforms, policing, prisons correction services, victim support, court and tribunals, legal assistance among other legal activities. It is the responsibility of this justice system to ensure that they deliver services in all areas that pertains to justice and above all give the residents of Victoria access to fair outcomes. It is also the responsibility of this justice system to observe the rule of law in their attempts to protect the rights of the citizens.
The public is able to come into contact with the justice system through various activities which could be, when one wants to participate in court as a volunteer, also an individual may want to be a witness in a certain court case, some citizens may also want to be in attendance while the court hearing is taking place just to witness the process, others could be the friends and family members of either the accused or the victim and may want to be part of the court proceedings and also when individuals want to take part in shaping legislation.
The public plays a very important role in the justice system of the land. It ensures justice is upheld in the criminal justice system. In Victoria the public is only allowed to access the proceedings in the Supreme Court as they unfold and unfortunately stricter limits have been imposed to restrict the same public from accessing the work done in the lower courts in matters criminal justice.
This depicts a lot of unfairness in the criminal justice system and raises a lot of questions about how the lower courts operates in regards to the criminal justice system.
Corruption is seen in the whole judicial system right from the police station, all the way to the office of the prosecutor , in the courts and finally to the prisons. When the public is denied access to the court proceedings, corruption might prevail and go un noticed and this denies justice to the victim if the criminal case, allowing the culprit to go scot free. By so doing magistrates give unfair ruling on a lot of minor criminal cases, and this aids criminals in committing a lot of   crime knowing that they will not be jailed.
This causes a lot of insecurity in the country as the level of crimes keep rising day by day. By denying the public access to the criminal proceedings a lot of human rights will be violated. Without the observation of the public, the justice system is likely to violate the human rights of the crime victims in a multitude of ways. In their judgement the magistrates sometimes don’t put into consideration the rights of the accused for various reasons. Denying the public access to the court proceedings in these criminal cases enables these magistrates to get away with such mistakes.
Democracy is put in place to ensure strict adherence to the rule of law. The public is able to identify instances where the rule of law is not adhered to especially in these court hearings. Once these vices are put in the public domain the people will be able to push for the adherence to the rule of law in so many ways. Denying the public access to these court proceedings means that the magistrates are left to self-correct themselves which cannot work in ensuring justice prevails.
Normally the public is very vocal when it comes to unfair ruling. There is no way the public can ever allow the magistrates to give unfair ruling when it comes to criminal cases. People in a democratic space are very powerful when it comes to ensuring justice is served to the victims of crime. Denying the public access to the criminal proceedings gives them no chance to take note of such unfair hearings and take the necessary action. As a result, the magistrates will always have their way when dealing with crime unfairly and therefore not protecting the victims. To the criminals this causes them to do more crime hence the rise of cases of insecurity.
As the public is allowed to follow the court proceedings, they are able to determine whether the magistrate has done the correct analysis of the evidence presented. Magistrates are able to search for the truth under the guidelines of logic, experience and also psychology.
This enables them to evaluate the process and push for justice for the crime victims. By so doing there will be no incidences of criminal injustices.
Giving the public access to the work of the lower courts in providing criminal justice also provides an opportunity to create awareness about crime. In a case where the judicial system upholds justice, members of the public will be sensitizes to avoid crime because of the dire consequences that befall criminals. This will go a long way in eradicating crime.
Allowing the public to access the judicial process of handling crime ensures that the magistrate have to be diligent at their work since they know the people are watching. As a result, the perpetrators of crime are jailed giving the victims a fear free life and this helps the justice system in gaining trust from the public. I.e. people will be encouraged to report crime as they are sure that justice will be served.
In most parts of the world, there have been a problem of delayed justice. This has made criminals get away with crime. Some cases take so many years in court and this makes the victims give up and forget about pursuing justice. Sometimes this is normally as a result of corruption or even lack of accountability in the justice system. Having the public involved in the court proceedings makes sure there is no delay as the people will hold the judicial officials accountable in attempts to seek justice for one of their own. When people are united they have the power to hasten the process of justice.
When the public get access to the court system it will definitely shows that there is judicial integrity in the country which tells that justice is being administered in a non- arbitrary way as the rule of law entails.
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